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K-5 Science Ideas, p. 2 

These activity ideas were written by Becky Wright of the Standard-Examiner in Ogden, Utah and are provided courtesy of the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette’s Newspapers in Education program. Visit www.nwanews.com/nie for additional ideas!                   

   Could animals live there? What kinds of animals would do best? 
   Are there any animals that could not live there? 
* Cut a picture of a food you like (or don't like) from the newspaper. Paste the picture to the 
top of a piece of paper. Below, write about how it came to be in the form pictured - trace its 
beginnings back to the sun. 

Fourth Grade 
* Find a news story about someone or something that is adapting to a new home. 
* From places mentioned in world news, choose a city or area that is on another continent. 
Imagine that a local animal, such as the Rocky Mountain Elk, is being transplanted to the area 
you chose. Use your imagination to 
write a short news article (add an illustration, if you like) describing its new habit and 
adaptations it will have to make to survive there. 
* Do some research to learn about plants or animals that used to live in your state, but have 
become extinct. What might have caused their extinction? Can you find an example of a similar 
event or action in the newspaper? 
* Scan the Classified Ads section of a daily newspaper.  How many different classifications are 
in the Classifieds? How many ads are there (estimate). 
* Scan another paper dedicated only to advertisements. The ads in the daily newspaper are 
classified, many advertisement papers are not. What are the advantages or disadvantages of 
each? 
* Why do scientists classify living things? How do they do it? 

Fifth Grade 
* Find a news story about people changing the environment. Write a brief paragraph 
summarizing the story. 
Imagine that you visit the area impacted by the change ten years later. Write a short news 
story telling how the area has changed - for better or worse. 
* Write a Letter To The Editor stating your opinion regarding human influences on plant and 
animal survival. If you can, give examples of actions people may take to improve. 

School-To-Careers 
* Invite someone who works with animals to visit your class. Possible guests include 
veterinarians, Humane Society volunteers, animal control workers, or pet store workers. 
* Invite someone to visit your class who trains animals to do a job. Consider a K-9 officer from 
the police department or HAFB, or 4H volunteers who train seeing eye dogs, etc. 
* Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Choose any animal you want. Design an ad selling the 
public on your animal's beautiful or unique/special qualities. Compare ads in today's newspaper 
to help you create a good ad. 
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